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then jealously guarded, have dealt with it just as
they pleased; that is, in the manner in which un-
educated or half-educated persons entrusted with
funds of which they are not obliged to give any
account at all, usually deal with them. The Board
of Revenue (which has every opportunity of ascer-
taining the facts, and with full information on the
subject from all the more important of the fiscal and
judicial officers of the Government before it) expresses
itself as follows : " It is beyond the possibility of
doubt that if Hindu religious endowments are to be
protected from wholesale misappropriation, and in
many cases ultimate extinction for the benefit of a
class of persons who make the worst possible use of
the money, wasting it in profligate expenditure, the
existing law must be altered." Upon this point there
can be no question. The condition of religious en-
dowments in this Presidenc)?- has in the ten years
succeeding the Act of 1863 become such as to be
a subject of extreme regret and anxiety for all who
recognise the extent to which the moral welfare of
a people is bound up with their religion, who feel
that the stability of an alien rule depends, more than
upon anything else, upon the relation in which it
stands to their deepest feelings and most revered
traditions; who reflect that this decadence of all that
is most dear to the people of Southern India has
taken place, after long years of Government free from
any such reproach, under British dominion.

5. The Hon. Mr. Eamiengar recently introduced
a Bill, of which the object was to remedy these de-